Involvement of the appendix in ovarian epithelial cancer--an update.
Appendicectomy was performed at the time of primary definitive surgery in 60 of 102 patients with epithelial ovarian cancer at Johannesburg Hospital over a 9-year period (January 1979-December 1987). Metastases were present in 37 of the 46 (80.4%) appendices removed from patients with advanced disease (stage III or IV) and in only 1 of the 14 patients (7.1%) with early disease. Metastases were not limited to serosal implants and included vascular and lymphatic space involvement, chronic obliterative appendicitis and almost complete replacement of the appendix by adenocarcinoma. The role of appendicectomy in the surgical management of epithelial ovarian cancer is discussed.